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The Associated Student 
Body Cabinet members re-
cently donated remaining 
plates, napkins and eating 
utensils from Everybody’s 
Tent to the Ole Miss Food 
Bank.
The ASB hosted Every-
body’s Tent for the first time 
during the 2013 football sea-
son. Everybody’s Tent served 
as a place where students and 
alumni could gather in the 
Grove before four games this 
season to eat and meet other 
Ole Miss students, faculty and 
alumni. After the season, the 
ASB had plates, napkins and 
eating utensils that were not 
used.
William Fowler, ASB Cabi-
net member and director of  
Everybody’s Tent, said that 
after discussion with Univer-
sity & Public Events, he and 
his fellow Cabinet members, 
along with ASB President 
Gregory Alston, decided to 
donate the materials to the 
food bank.
“We trusted their judgement 
in donating the utensils to the 
Ole Miss Food Bank,” Fowler 
said. “The donation turned 
out to be just what their stu-








See BANK, PAGE 5
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People gather at Everybody’s Tent in the Grove during football season. 
This year The University of  
Mississippi Big Event is teaming 
up with Renasant Bank to make 
this the biggest service event in 
Oxford’s history.
The Big Event is when the 
students of  the university dedi-
cate a day to giving back to the 
Oxford and Lafayette commu-
nities.
Kristin Volker, co-director 
of  Big Event and senior man-
agement major, said she hopes 
to show students how to make 
time for service during their 
busy schedules.
“This year’s event will focus 
on reiterating the importance 
of  service,” Volker said. “Every-
one leads such busy lives that we 
want to show our students that 
service is easy. We strive to bet-
ter the Ole Miss family by pro-
viding an outlet for service.”
BY JULIE LABERGE
jklaberg@go.olemiss.edu
See BIG, PAGE 5
ASB 2014 candidates named
THOMAS GRANING| The Daily Mississippian
Campaign signs for Associated Student Body positions are seen on campus Monday. 
The Associated Student 
Body released a list of  can-
didates for the 2014-15 aca-
demic year Monday.
Campaigning will run 
through this week and end on 
Election Day, next Tuesday, 
Feb. 18.
The races for the positions 
of  vice president, judicial 
chair, secretary and treasurer 
are uncontested. Emerson 
George is seeking election as 
vice president; Jared Akers, 
judicial chair; Heather Neil-
son, secretary; and Madison 
White, treasurer.
Kelly Savage and Ryan 
Schmelz are ASB candidates 
for attorney general.
Jessica Brouckaert, Chan-
ning Lansdell and Davis Rog-
ers are candidates for the of-
fice of  president.
Current Attorney General 
Rob Pillow said that potential 
winter weather cancellations 
will not affect the election 
date.
“The only way the election 
date can be pushed back is 
if  a technical issue with the 
online voting system occurs,” 
Pillow said.
A public debate will be held 
Thursday at 7 p.m. in the 
Overby Center.
Students can submit ques-
tions for candidates to answer 
Thursday evening by visiting 
the ASB page at olemiss.edu/
asb.
While Campaign Alley will 
open at 6 p.m. in the Overby 
Center, candidates and sup-
porters alike have begun the 
process of  placing signage in 
front of  the Student Union 
and releasing social media 
campaigns.
Many candidates have 
elected to record video mes-
sages to the student body, a 
trend made popular in recent 
elections.
The Daily Mississippian 
will publish a comprehensive 
election guide special edition 
Monday.
See www.thedmonline.com 
and follow @thedm_news for 
updates on election coverage.
BY GRANT BEEBE
beebe.thedm@gmail.com
Check theDMonline.com for updated, continuing coverage 
Make your VOTE count!
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New Year’s resolutions are 
in full swing, and spring break 
is quickly approaching. At the 
same time, the Turner Center is 
overcrowded, and salads are in 
demand everywhere. The sad 
thing is that by the time spring 
break is over, the Turner Cen-
ter will return to normal, and 
Ajax will once again be full. The 
community’s sudden interest in 
health and wellness will come to 
a screeching halt.
According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, over one-third of  American 
adults are obese. Unsurprisingly, 
Mississippi leads the CDC’s list of  
most obese states. Further, Mis-
sissippi is consistently ranked the 
unhealthiest state in the nation, 
according to reports from Ameri-
ca’s Health Rankings. Along with 
obesity, diabetes and a lack of  
physical activity are major prob-
lems in the state.
We can combat our state’s and 
our nation’s continual health is-
sue by breaking down the trend 
we see right here on our cam-
pus — fad dieting and exercise, 
as opposed to sustainable lifestyle 
changes.
Living a healthy lifestyle and 
being fit aren’t about moving 
from one extreme diet to the next. 
A healthy lifestyle involves serious 
commitment and openness to 
making major, lifelong changes 
to your eating and exercise habits. 
In fact, a recent study conducted 
in Great Britain found that just 
cutting out one nutrient — like 
carbs or fats — is actually det-
rimental to your overall health. 
This is something we see in fad 
diets every year.
British twins and doctors Chris 
and Xand van Tulleken conduct-
ed an experiment in which one 
gave up fat and the other gave 
up carbs. They found that their 
diets, and similar ones, were not 
the answer to healthy weight loss. 
In fact, what they found was that 
moderation in your diet and cut-
ting out heavily processed foods 
were much more important than 
working to eliminate one specific 
nutrient. Frankly, giving up one 
major food group is difficult, if  not 
impossible. If  you starve yourself  
of  one thing long enough, even-
tually, you’ll find yourself  binging 
on that very thing. Moderation is 
key.
While I don’t have a degree 
in nutrition and dietetics, and I 
don’t study science, I do have life 
experience in the field. By making 
sustainable changes to my own 
diet and exercise patterns, I lost 
50 pounds over the course of  a 
year to create a healthier lifestyle 
for myself. I continue to work on 
my lifestyle choices, working to 
eat less processed foods and cook 
for myself  more. Unlike other di-
ets, the changes I’ve made to my 
life are ones that I will stick with. 
Sure, I still eat pasta, donuts, ham-
burgers and pizza. But, I eat those 
things much less frequently than 
I used to, and I work to get in at 
least 30 minutes of  exercise a day. 
In the beginning, the goal was 
to lose weight. Now, I do those 
things because my body feels bet-
ter, and I feel better. I know that 
these lifestyle changes are adding 
years to my life — something a 
fad diet could never do.
We need to stop the fad dieting 
and the random acts of  extreme 
exercise found around spring 
break. We need to live lives that 
include a well-balanced diet and 
daily physical activity. Health and 
wellness are about more than 
looking good; they’re about feel-
ing good, too. Now’s the time to 
create a lifestyle that will lead to 
many healthy years in the future. 
Now’s the time to end the obesity 
epidemic that plagues America. 
This new life starts with sustain-
able changes to your diet and 
exercise regime, not extreme diet-
ing.
Adam Blackwell is a senior public 
policy leadership major from Natchez. 
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GREAT JOBS!!
INSURANCE CAREERS DAY
Account Executive, Claims Adjuster,  
Underwriter, Financial Planner, Insurance Broker, 
Independent Agent, Sales Marketing
When? Tuesday, February 11th, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Where? The Inn at Ole Miss Ballroom. Formal Business Attire.
Companies Scheduled to Attend
You also can sign up for individual interviews at the Career Center now!!
Sponsored by the 


















MidSouth Financial Group/Mass  
  Mutual
New York Life Insurance






1631 W. Jackson Ave.     |     Oxford     |     662.236.7346
Sun - Thurs: 11am - 10pm   Fri - Sat: 11am - 10:30pm
Cannot be combined with any other coupons or specials. Must present coupon
36704
Tues. 2/11 
Hibachi Chicken – $7.99 all day
with salad or soup, fried rice & vegetables or double fried rice.
To go and dining room dining only - not valid in the hibachi room
2 Days Only Wed. 2/12 
The Best Sushi Deal in Town $2.99 per Item
  1) 2 Pieces of Shrimp Tempura
  2) 4 Pieces of Steamed or Pan-Fried Dumpling
  3) Bowl of Hibachi Fried Rice
  4) Bowl of Steamed Edamame
  5) 3 Pieces of Vegetable Spring Roll
  6) California Roll
  7) Crunchy Roll
  8) Dynamite Roll
  9) Fresh Salmon Roll
10) Spicy Salmon Roll
 11) Crab Tempura Roll
 12) Spicy Crab Roll
 13) Shrimp Tempura Roll
 14) Spicy Shrimp Roll
 15) Cucumber Roll
 16) Avocado Roll
 17) Sweet Potato Roll
 18) Tempura White Fish Roll
 19) 1 Bottle of any Japanese Beer
 20) 1 Small Hot Sake 
       (just in time for cold weather)
Last week, the Congressio-
nal Budget Office (CBO) re-
leased a report that has added 
to the debate surrounding 
Obamacare’s impact on the 
economy.
In the report, the CBO 
claims that Obamacare will 
incentivize individuals to 
work less in order to main-
tain higher subsidy levels. As 
people earn more, their sub-
sidy levels decrease. In fact, 
in some cases the extra earn-
ings will be even less than the 
loss of  subsidies, encouraging 
people not to work. Thus, the 
CBO estimates that Obam-
acare will directly lead to a 
decrease of  2.3 million full-
time-equivalent jobs.
Is anyone really surprised 
that the Obama administra-
tion passed a law that encour-
ages people to work less? I 
am not. This report, though, 
is just the latest in a long list 
of  problems or issues that 
Obamacare has or will create.
As has been shown in-
cessantly over the past few 
months, Obamacare is lead-
ing to cancellations of  poli-
cies across America, despite 
Obama claiming that “if  you 
like your health care plan, you 
can keep it,” a statement that 
earned the notorious title of  
PolitiFact’s “Lie of  the Year.”
Along with the cancella-
tions, many are seeing their 
insurance costs increase. In 
fact, according to a report 
by the Manhattan Institute, 
insurance premiums will rise 
an average of  41 percent, 
with Mississippi seeing a 63 
percent increase on average. 
Only eight states will see an 
average decrease, while five 
will see the averages more 
than double.
Of  course, these numbers 
go against claims made by 
Obama, such as his promise to 
“cut the cost of  a typical fam-
ily’s premium by up to $2,500 
a year.” To Obama, the typi-
cal family must only reside in 
those eight states. The rest are 
obviously atypical.
This is all after the launch 
of  the government-run health 
care site that was not quite 
functional. Estimates range 
from $300 to $500 million for 
the costs pertaining to the site, 
which was riddled with issues, 
including a number of  securi-
ty problems. To put that num-
ber in perspective, Facebook 
operated for six years before 
it hit $500 million in expen-
ditures. The health care site 
racked up most of  its costs be-
fore it was ever launched, and 
it was launched with more 
problems than solutions.
These are only a few of  the 
issues that have been created 
by Obamacare, and it is not 
even fully implemented. If  
you are listening to the admin-
istration, then you will hear 
that everything is fine and you 
only have to trust Obama. But 
if  you are one of  the millions 
with canceled insurance or in-
creased premiums, you know 
the reality of  the situation.
Trenton Winford is a senior pub-
lic policy leadership major from 
Madison. 






Although I have no great in-
terest in defending a Republi-
can Tea Party candidate, Sean 
Higgins’ opinion piece in The 
DM on last Friday inclined me 
to point out that, actually, it 
probably could get a lot worse 
than Chris McDaniel.
Higgins used many super-
latives (“Insane! Crazy! In-
tellectually bankrupt! It gets 
worse!”) to describe McDan-
iel’s positions, and that seemed 
a little out of  place given the 
fact that most of  McDaniel’s 
political interests — limit-
ing women’s rights, stopping 
Obamacare, getting hot and 
bothered about the impending 
gay-ification of  America and 
its children, etc. — are pretty 
standard Mississippi Repub-
lican fare. If  Higgins was 
genuinely shocked to learn 
that McDaniel once said an 
off-color thing about Muslims, 
he’d be devastated to know 
what many Mississippians still 
think about black people.
My point here is that it comes 
off  as insincere and smarmy 
to act shocked by normal (i.e. 
not outside the norm for Mis-
sissippi) Republican behavior. 
There are many good, sane 
people around us who actually 
do empathize with the posi-
tions that McDaniel holds, 
and we should recognize that. 
To persuade these people to 
see the fault in McDaniel’s 
positions, it would be better to 
scrutinize the ideas he stands 
for and articulate criticisms of  
them in a non-hysterical man-
ner. Affecting righteous indig-
nation and labeling opponents 
as “insane” does little to at-
tract others to one’s cause.
Higgins was right about 
McDaniel’s polygamy com-
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38218 36700
Victoria’s Boutique
662-816-8014 • 1723B University Ave.
All Dresses$2500
Find something for your special occasion
VALENTINE’S SPECIAL
36701
Valentine’s day is this Friday, 
and nothing says true love more 
than a heartfelt mixtape saying 
everything that you couldn’t fit 
into that 140-character limit 
subtweet. But if  you’re at a loss 
for new music, lucky for you, 
some killer new albums are out 
this month to help you out. And 
I’ll do you one better and give 
you some somewhat romantic 
ideas to tie the whole night to-
gether.
Starting out close to home, 
the Mississippi-based trio Water 
Liars released its third self-titled 
album at the beginning of  this 
month. Heavy and raw, it’s the 
kind of  rock that burrows itself  
in your gut and refuses to leave. 
It demands the largest BBQ 
plate you can find and some fried 
apple pie to share (or not), fol-
lowed by Bud Lights and a show 
at Proud Larry’s. You’ll look like 
a real charmer, especially since 
Water Liars is playing at Proud 
Larry’s this Friday.
Whimsical, energetic and psy-
chedelic, Brit-rock band Tem-
ples released its debut album, 
“Sun Structures,” Monday. Oa-
sis’ Noel Gallagher raves about 
the band to anyone who will 
listen. In last October’s GQ, 
he even criticized BBC for not 
playing the band enough. Their 
1960s shag hairstyles and odes 
to love are “Mesmerise-ing” (a 
pun on the album’s first released 
song). Nothing would make your 
date happier than receiving this 
stellar album on vinyl following 
a night of  Thai food and “The 
Princess Bride.”
Maybe this Valentine’s Day is 
a little more serious than takeout 
and cheap beer. How about this?
“Your voice cut straight 
through me / Right down to my 
bones / Like a winter’s wind it 
/ Knocked out my soul.” These 
stinging lyrics are from the song 
“Dance Slow Decades” from 
Angel Olsen’s sophomore al-
bum, “Burn Your Fire for No 
Witness.” This album is the mu-
sical equivalent to showing up in 
your nicest, and hopefully clean-
est, collared shirt with a bou-
quet of  daisies, then having an 
intimate, preferably homemade, 
dinner. The only downside is 
that “Burn Your Fire for No Wit-
nesses” won’t be out until Feb. 
18, but this delicate yet heart-
shaking album is worth the wait.
Whether you’re in a relation-
ship or not, this last album is a 
gift for the real love of  your life: 
your record player. It’s been 12 
years since Beck released “Sea 
Change,” which was full of  
honesty, nostalgia and chiming 
guitars. His 12th studio album, 
“Morning Phase,” has been ru-
mored to be an unofficial sequel 
to “Sea Change” and has con-
sistently ranked high on music 
blogs such as Pitchfork, Conse-
quence of  Sound and Rolling 
Stone as one of  the most antici-
pated albums of  2014. The New 
Yorker pop critic Sasha Frere-
Jones found the album flawless, 
saying that “the relationship 
between the musician and the 
listener here is as simple as the 
outcome is intense: only the 
artist knows exactly how such 
an album is made, but only the 
audience can verify that it is per-
fect….” With that kind of  hype, 
who wouldn’t mind spending 
the night cuddled up with their 
laptop, watching “Girls,” which 
actually features one of  the al-
bum’s releases, “Blue Moon”? 
This album comes out Feb. 25, 
but treat yourself  and preorder 
this bad boy or check the local 
record store. David Swider, co-
owner of  The End of  All Music 
and a personal fan, reassures us 
that the store will definitely have 
this album, as well as the other 
three.





Top (left to right): Angel Olsen’s “Burn Your Fire,” Beck’s “Morning Phase; bottom (left to right): Water Liars self-titled album, Temples’ “Sun Structure”
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Thursday, February 13, 2014
Everyone is welcome! 
Debate starts at 7 PM at the Overby Center
Campaign Alley meet and greet with the
candidates starts at 6 PM
Questions for the candidates? Go to olemiss.edu/asb to submit questions
38232
38225
Don’t  forget 
your Valentine!
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Students participate in The Big Event last year. 
Hey You!
Read The Daily Mississippian 
 in print and online.
Make the most of each day.
dent volunteers needed to 
replenish the stocks.”
The food bank was estab-
lished in 2011 as a way to 
provide for students who 
struggle financially. 
Jessica Brouckaert, found-
ing student director of  the 
food bank and ASB Cabinet 
member, said she is glad to 
see the two organizations 
work together to help stu-
dents on campus.
“I am really glad to see 
two organizations close to 
my heart come together to 
end hunger on our cam-
pus,” Brouckaert said. 
“Most students at Ole Miss 
don’t realize how many of  
their fellow classmates may 
not know where their next 
meal will come from. I am 
so happy that the ASB rec-
ognizes the need for a food 
bank on our campus and is 
so supportive of  its efforts.”
Alston said he was glad to 
see ASB find a way to give 
to a cause that could benefit 
students in need.
“I am happy that what we 
were able to donate to the 
food bank will be used for a 
great cause,” he said.
BANK, 
continued from page 1
The Big Event committee is 
almost entirely student-run. 
Brandi Hephner LaBanc, vice 
chancellor for student affairs, 
said she is thoroughly im-
pressed with the leadership and 
accomplishments of  the stu-
dents involved.
“It is one of  the many pro-
grams that highlight how we 
at the university work toward 
helping students apply what 
they are learning in the class-
room,” LaBanc said. “These 
students are difference mak-
ers on our campus and in the 
broader community. They rep-
resent the family spirit of  our 
campus and are leading the 
way for their peers.”
This is the Big Event’s fifth 
year. The program started in 
2010 with a first-year turnout 
of  1,200 students. In 2012, 
3,000 students participated 
with nearly 300 service projects 
completed.
Projects in the past have in-
cluded painting, yard work, 
washing windows, cleaning and 
assisting the elderly.
Madison Coburn, co-director 
and senior public policy leader-
ship major, said she is excited 
for the turnout this year. 
“We look forward to seeing 
thousands of  Ole Miss students 
working to say thank you to the 
Oxford and Lafayette commu-
nities,” Coburn said. “It’s so 
incredible to be part of  a team 
dedicated to service in planning 
the Big Event.”
The Big Event will take place 
Saturday, March 22. Students 
are asked to arrive between 7 
and 7:30 a.m. for registration 
and are encouraged to regis-
ter to volunteer online through 
their MyOleMiss account. 
Group applications are due 
March 3, and individual appli-
cations are due March 17.
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236-3030FREEPAN PIZZA EXTRA, MINIMUM DELIVERY $7.99
1 GETBUY
36774
2xGarfield By Jim davis
The fusco BroThers By J.c. duffy
NoN sequiTur By Wiley
dilBerT By scoTT adams




Complete the grid so that 
every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 with no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.
© 2013 KrazyDad.com
Sudoku #8
Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 8
W
ant to help m
e replace m
y broken pencil sharpener?
You can m










5 3 1 6
8 9 5
3 2 1 7 9
9 7 1 6 2 3
2 6 9 8
5 9 7
9 5 1 6
3 7 8
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in advance. 
The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is in ses-
sion except during the summer session which is Tuesday through Thursday. 
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 
To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.
201 BISHOP HALL 662.915.5503
Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text -  extra $0.50 per word
SEASONAL EMPLOYEES
NOW HIRING
Go to www.oxfordms.net  
to apply online
36693
FNC Park Concessions 
(must be 16)
FNC Park Grounds Crew  
(must be 18)APARTMENT FOR RENT
APARTMENT FOR RENT Oxford MS, 
close to Ole Miss, sublet; “The Connec-
tion” apartments, 2 bed, $554 + electric, 
(601)572-0883 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/ 2.5 BATH town-
house with W/D included. No pets. 1 
Year lease. Quiet. $500 security depos-
it. Call (662)234-0000 
THE PARK AT OXFORD now leasing 
for fall. 2BR/1BA like new condo with 
all appliances, W/ D, pool, fitness room. 
$900 per month ($450 per person) in-
cluding cable, internet, water, sewer 
services. 662-816-4293 
1BEDROOM AVAILABLE NOW Rare 
availability 1bedroom 1bath European 
loft style unit. Located in the heart of 
downtown Oxford. Walking distance to 
Square and campus. Call now for de-
tails. 662-234-4144. 
TWO BDRM, TWO BATH at The Mark. 
Ceramic and hardwood floors. Includes 
major appliances, water, internet, and 
TV cable. $895/ month. (662)456-6226 
HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BED PET FRIENDLY
Saddle Crk/ Shiloh/ Willow Oaks 
$1050mo/$350pp. New Paint/ trim/ 
carpet-Close to Campus/ fenced yards. 
Pics // FriendUs @facebook.com/ 
oxford.rentals1 (843)338-1436
BEST LOCATION IN OXFORD! 3 BR/2 
BA House, 1 block from the Square and 
2 blocks from Campus. $2250/ month 




3BD/3BTH Great condition. Gated w/ 
Pool--Available JAN 1ST (or start of 
2nd Semester)-$1200mo. (mcilravy4@
gmail.com) (757)560-6281
OXFORD SQUARE TOWNHOMES 
now leasing for summer/fall. 2BR/1.5BA 
like new condo with all appliances, W/D, 
swimming pool. Walking distance to 
campus and new law school. $400 per 
bed space including water and sewer. 
662-816-3955 
CONDOS FOR RENT INTERNET AND 
CABLE INCLUDED. CONTACT WILL 
GUEST AT OXFORD PROPERTY 
GROUP (662)832-3987 
WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Coming to Ox-
ford for a weekend? Check with Kay be-
fore you call a hotel! www.oxfordtown-
house.com (662)801-6692 
MISCELLANEOUS
PREGNANCY TEST CENTER Preg-
nancy Testing, Limited Ultrasounds, 
Facts, Options, and Support. No insur-
ance required. Free and Confidential. 
www.pregnancyoxford.com (662)234-
4414 
The Ole Miss soccer team has 
added five new faces to the pro-
gram as a part of  the signing 
class that will be on campus to 
compete for the Rebels begin-
ning with the fall 2014 season, 
fourth-year head coach Mat-
thew Mott announced on Mon-
day.
The five players are expected to 
arrive on campus over the sum-
mer to begin preparation for an 
exciting 2014 campaign on the 
heels of  a successful 2013 season 
in which Ole Miss advanced to 
the second round of  the NCAA 
Tournament and set a school re-
cord for wins in a season with a 
16-6-2 record.
“I’m thrilled to announce our 
2014 signing class and can’t 
wait to get all five of  these 
young women on campus and 
integrated with our program as 
we work toward the next sea-
son. Coaches Becky Fletcher 
and Rob Thompson have done 
a great job scouring the country 
to find the best players to fit our 
program here at Ole Miss. We 
have signed a group of  play-
ers who have represented three 
different countries in interna-
tional competition and claimed 
multiple state championships in 
both club and high school team 
competition. Not only are they 
great athletes, but they are great 
students as well and represent 
themselves, their families and 
will represent Ole Miss with 
great character both on the field 







Sochi faces issue of empty seats, 
atmosphere
SOCHI, Russia (AP) — It’s an 
issue that comes up in the early 
days of  almost every Olympics: 
What to do about those empty 
seats and lack of  buzz?
It’s the case again in Sochi, 
with some senior Olympic of-
ficials voicing concern about 
less-than-capacity crowds and a 
dearth of  spectator enthusiasm.
One International Olympic 
Committee member suggested 
Monday that school children 
and unarmed soldiers be let in 
to help fill venues.
Gerhard Heiberg, a Norwe-
gian member who heads the 
IOC marketing commission, 
praised the overall organization 
but said the games weren’t as 
lively as hoped.
“We feared that a little bit,” 
Heiberg said. “We were warned 
about this. The TV pictures are 
wonderful, the competitions are 
wonderful, the venues are great. 
But I feel a bit the lack of  en-
thusiasm and the joy of  sports.”
Heiberg said the issue had 
reached the highest levels of  the 
International Olympic Com-
mittee.
“There are not enough peo-
ple,” he said. “You have seen 
the stadiums are not filled.”
Some events, like figure skat-
ing, have been packed. Others, 
like biathlon, have been half-
empty.
The men’s downhill — con-
sidered the marquee event of  
the Olympic Alpine ski sched-
ule — failed to draw a full house 
Sunday, with a turnout of  about 
6,000 fans at the 7,500-capac-
ity venue. Alpine skiing has 
little tradition in Russia and 
the games haven’t pulled in the 
cowbell-ringing crowds familiar 
in Western Europe.
Gian-Franco Kasper, a Swiss 
IOC member who heads the 
international ski federation, 
complained before the games 
that the capacity for spectators 
in the mountains had been re-
duced by several thousand.
“The great emotions lack so 
far in the outdoor venues, but 
that was to be expected,” he 
told German news agency DPA 
on Monday.
With the games still in the 
early stages, Heiberg said or-
ganizers have time to deal with 
the situation.
“They have to see to it they 
fill the stadiums,” he said. “I 
understand that all tickets have 
been sold and people who want 
to buy tickets they cannot buy 
tickets, so they should do some-
thing about this to get school 
children, or students or even 
military people without uni-
forms out watching.”
London organizers used vol-
unteers and troops to help fill 
venues in the early going at the 
2012 Summer Games.
Sochi organizers said Mon-
day they are using volunteers 
to fill the many empty seats at 
some of  the less popular events. 
Spokeswoman Alexandra 
Kosterina said some volunteers 
enrolled in a motivation pro-
gram are offered tickets to see 
competition after hours.
“It depends on the events,” 
she said. “If  we see that there 
is not a turnout and there are 
seats available, then, yes, we in-
vite some of  the volunteers to 
join in.”
Other IOC members were 
more positive about the turnout 
in Sochi so far.
John Coates, an IOC vice 
president from Australia, said 
he had experienced good 
crowds at hockey and moguls.
“There was great atmo-
sphere,” said Coates, who 
hadn’t been to the Alpine ven-
ues yet. “I think it’s all fine. I 
think it’s OK.”
Anita DeFrantz, a U.S. mem-
ber who sits on the policy-mak-
ing executive board, said Rus-
sian crowds are different.
“Here, people are more re-
served,” she said. “There’s not 
a lot of  rah-rah, except for the 
Russian athletes who get a great 
reception. I think as time goes 
on and they get used to it, there 
will be more excitement. A lot 
of  people have not seen these 
sports before.”
Empty seats at the Olympics 
are common in the early days 
of  the games. Sometimes, the 
empty seats are in areas held by 
corporate sponsors and media.
There are signs that some 
would-be spectators from over-
seas have stayed home this time, 
scared off  by security worries, 
the long travel and high airfares 
and hotel costs.
ASSOCIATED PRESS
LEE JIN-MAN| Associated Press 
Austria’s Johannes Duerr, left, and Sweden’s Daniel Richardsson ski as the crowd cheers, during the men’s cross-country 30k skiathlon, at 
the 2014 Winter Olympics, Sunday in Krasnaya Polyana, Russia. 
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Ole Miss has tough 
task at Alabama
Bianco, Diamond Rebs 
eager to begin 2014
Baseball season is finally here, 
and the Ole Miss baseball sea-
son kicks off  Friday, as the Rebels 
travel to Stetson for a three-game 
series. Head coach Mike Bianco 
met with the media Monday for 
baseball media day.
Bianco is excited about the 
depth and toughness of  the 2014 
squad and hopes it carries over 
into winning some close games.
“We’re coming off  a great fall 
and early spring,” Bianco said. 
“Practices and intrasquad games 
have been very competitive. One 
of  the things we talked about this 
last summer and going into the fall 
— it’s kind of  a mantra or catch-
word — is toughness. 
“We’ve been so close to being 
a great team the last couple of  
years. Because of  a pitch here or a 
play there, literally coming down 
to a game here or there. It hasn’t 
happened to us for one reason or 
another. The difference from the 
great teams is they make that one 
play. They make that pitch. They 
win that game that matters that 
puts you hosting a regional rather 
than playing on the road. That 
puts you in the upper echelon of  
your conference, of  the South-
eastern Conference where it’s so 
competitive.”
Bianco named junior right-
hander Chris Ellis as the Friday 
night starter. Ellis went 1-2 with 
a 5.57 ERA last season. He was 
hampered by an abdominal inju-
ry early in the season, but Bianco 
is confident Ellis has the tools to be 
the top guy for this Ole Miss pitch-
ing staff.
“Chris is the most talented guy 
we have,” Bianco said. “He had 
a really good freshman year. Last 
year at this time, we were talk-
ing about him being the Sunday 
starter. It was hard for me to find 
him a role last year. Way into the 
season, we tried to rush him back. 
We tried him in some relief  ap-
pearances. We just really never got 
him back on track. 
“He had a terrific summer this 
summer in the Cape. It’s a guy 
that’s projected to be a first-round-
er in the draft this coming June.”
Sophomore left-hander Chris-
tian Trent, a junior college trans-
fer, and junior right-hander Sam 
Smith will start on Saturday and 
Sunday, respectively. 
In the bullpen, the Rebels will 
be led by senior right-hander Aar-
on Greenwood. The Lewisburg 
native had a 2.66 ERA last season 
in 50.2 innings of  work. Bianco 
said they haven’t labeled anyone 
a closer at this point, but Green-
wood will be the go-to guy in the 
bullpen.
As far as position players go, 
Ole Miss has a lot of  young guys 
to go along with a solid core of  
veteran players. 
“Certainly, we have a lot of  tal-
ented kids on the field out of  that 
recruiting class that was ranked 
eighth nationally,” Bianco said. 
“As we enter the first weekend, 
we’ll see several of  those young 
guys take the field for us, some 
of  them in starting roles. Posi-
tion player-wise, there’s a chance 
(of) two or three or four freshmen 
starting in the starting lineup over 
the first weekend.
“Really, when I look at it, it’s as 
good of  a mix of  newcomers and 
veteran guys than we’ve had in a 
long time.”
Freshman Errol Robinson will 
get the start on opening day at 
shortstop, according to Bianco. Ju-
nior college transfer Braxton Lee 
will start in left field and lead off. 
Freshmen Dalton Dulin (second 
base) and J.B. Woodman (outfield) 
will also be in the mix for a lot of  
immediate playing time.
As for the veterans, senior Will 
Allen will be back at catcher. Ju-
nior Sikes Orvis will hold down 
first base. Senior Preston Overbey 
will battle Dulin at second. Senior 
Austin Anderson will round out 
the infield, as he has made the 
switch to third base.
In the outfield, juniors Auston 
Bousfield and Will Jamison will 
man center field and right field, 
respectively.
For continuing coverage of  Ole Miss 
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Ole Miss head coach Mike Bianco speaks during a press conference Monday. 
Jarvis Summers drives the lane during Saturday’s game. Visit www.thedmonline.com for 
this week’s basketball coverage. 
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